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Billinge Chapel End Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the Billinge Chapel End Parish Full Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 16th March 2026 at 7:30pm 
at The Public Hall, 216 Main Street, Billinge, WN5 7PE.

Present Malcom Webster (Vice Chair Acting Chair), Cllr Bill Bradbury, Cllr Bill Bates,
Cllr Sarah Jennings, Cllr Jeremey Barnes, Cllr Colin Betts, Cllr S Rahman, Cllr F Gill
Karen Newton - Clerk 
2 Residents

1. Apologies for absence 
No Apologies received

1. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
No declarations of interest were made, and no requests for dispensations were received.

1. Minutes
Resolved: That the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Monday 16th February 2026 be approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Councillor Bill Bates, Seconded by: Councillor Sue Rahman.

1. Public Participation
A member of the public addressed the Council regarding the non-renewal of the lease at the Medical Centre. It was reported that discussions had taken place with the landlords, who are former GPs and are now seeking to retire. Historically, incoming GPs would buy into the practice; however, in recent years this has not occurred. Concerns were raised that the building has not been adequately maintained, and as a result, the lease will not be renewed.
It was noted that there has been good communication with the landlords. However, a clear and sustainable plan is required from the Medical Centre management and the Integrated Care Board (ICB), particularly considering the impact on over 8,700 patients, including approximately 5,000 residents from Billinge and 3,500 from Orrell.
Members acknowledged that this matter has been ongoing for approximately three years, with the Patient Participation Group (PPG) actively involved in communications over the past 12 months. It was further noted that the structure of the practice, including arrangements between the doctors, has been a contributing factor, alongside issues relating to the condition of the building and the significant costs associated with repairs and improvements. As no resolution has been reached, the landlords have indicated their intention to sell the property.
The Council recognised the importance of maintaining the Medical Centre within Billinge, particularly given the rural nature of the area and limited public transport options, which make access to alternative primary care services more difficult for residents.
The Council welcomed ongoing discussions with the Integrated Care Board and emphasised the need for continued collaboration between all stakeholders, including NHS estates, to secure the short-term retention of services on the current site, alongside medium- and long-term plans to provide modern, high-quality healthcare facilities.
The Parish Council reaffirmed its strong support for the Medical Centre and its management and expressed its willingness to assist in any way possible to help safeguard continued access to primary care services for residents.

Action: The Clerk to write a letter of support on behalf of the Council for the Medical Centre management and residents.

5.  Resignation of Cllr Frank Gill
The Council received and noted the resignation of Councillor Frank Gill. Members and the Clerk expressed their sincere thanks for his service and support to the Parish Council and recorded their regret at his resignation. It was acknowledged that Councillor Gill felt it was an appropriate time to retire, and his decision was supported by all Members.
In accordance with Council procedure, and as the position of Vice Chair is currently held, Councillor Malcolm Webster will assume the role of Chair for the March and April meetings.
It was further noted that, while presiding over these meetings, Councillor Webster will have a second or casting vote in the event of an equality of votes.
6. Memorial Garden – Remembrance Stone
The Council considered three quotations received for the supply and engraving of a memorial stone for the Memorial Garden. After review, Members agreed to proceed with the quotation from Granart, which includes supplying the concrete foundation, installing the rustic granite block, the book, and inscription. The total cost for the complete supply and installation is £2,300.00.
The Council approved Granart as the preferred supplier and agreed the following wording for the inscription:
“In memory of Billinge Residents who gave their lives for us in WW1 & WW2 and in other theatres of War or Conflict.”
The proposal was proposed by Councillor Jeremy Barnes and seconded by Councillor Sarah Jennings. The installation will proceed accordingly.
7. Remembrance Stone
This item was noted as a duplicate of agenda item 6 (Memorial Garden Stone). No further action was taken. 

8. Finance & Governance 
8.1 The Payment Schedule for February 2026 was approved. Proposed by Councillor Bill Bates and seconded by Councillor Sarah Jennings. 
8.2 The bank reconciliations for February 2026 were approved. Proposed by Councillor Fiona Gill and seconded by Councillor Sarah Jennings.
8.3 The Payment Schedule for March 2026 was approved and authorised. Proposed by Councillor Fiona Gill and seconded by Councillor Colin Betts.
8.4 The publication of items over £100.00 for February 2026 was noted by all Members.

9. Fixed Assets 25-26
The Council reviewed the Fixed Asset Register for inclusion in the 2025–2026 AGAR. All additions were noted. The Clerk informed Members that further additions will be made, as a grant must be fully expended before 26 March 2026. The Council approved the Fixed Asset Register as presented, subject to the inclusion of any additional assets acquired before the year-end.
Proposed by Councillor Jeremy Barnes and seconded by Councillor Sarah Jennings.

10. Grant Applications
10.1 The Council considered the grant application submitted by The Scouts.
10.2 The Council resolved to award a grant of £250 to The Scouts, noting that this was the remaining balance in the current year’s budget. Members agreed to consider a further grant for the 2026–2027 financial year. Proposed by Councillor Jeremy Barnes and seconded by Councillor Sarah Jennings.
10.3 The Council noted with thanks the letter of appreciation from Age Concern for their previously awarded grant.

11. Election Packs
The Council noted that nomination packs for the forthcoming Parish Council elections are available from the Clerk and from Electoral Services.

12. Public Hall Reading Room
It was noted that a structural engineer was due to visit the site to assess the condition of the building and the suitability of the area for construction. Further updates will be provided once the assessment has been completed.

13. Reports from Parish Council Representatives
Reports were received from Councillors Malcolm Webster and Sarah Jennings, together with the Clerk, regarding potential developments on various sites. All were obtaining quotations for a range of projects, including MUGA (multi-use games areas), padel courts, and play equipment, for future consideration by the Council.

14. Committees and Working Groups
The Council considered the appointment of additional Councillors to serve on Council committees and working groups where required. 
The following appointments were confirmed:
· Personnel Committee: Councillor Sarah Jennings and Councillor Bill Bates. 
· Eddleston Trust: Councillor Sarah Jennings 
· Damm Slacks Play Area Working Group: Councillors Sarah Jennings and Malcolm Webster 
These appointments will ensure that committees and working groups are appropriately constituted and able to meet quorum requirements going forward.
15. Reports and Correspondence (Information Only)
No reports or correspondence were received.

16. Date and Time of Next Meetings
The next Meeting will be held on Monday 20th April 2026 at 7:30PM

Meeting Closed 9pm


Signed:                                                                                                             Date 


Press and public are welcome to attend.
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